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This Compendium of S|\Aini^A|\ iia SAe-bitge h 
intended to meet the wants of young students who 
require, in a concise form, the salient points of Irish 
Accidence and Syntax. 

The Sections throughout the Compendium are 
numbered as in the larger Grammar, in order to afford 
facility of reference to those who may desire to obtain 
more detailed information on any point. 
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PART I. 

ACCIDENCE. 

1. The Irish alphabet contains eighteen 
letters ; the vowels are ^, e, i, o, ti ; the 
consonants, t3, c, t), p, 5, ti, t, m, n, p, 

2. A, o, ti are called broad vowels ; e 
and 1 are called slender vowels. 

The vowels may be either long or short 
The long vowels are marked by means of 
a fine At) {') placed over the vowel; e.g., 
niO|t, t3T, me. 

7. An Irish consonant is broad whenever 
it is beside a broad vowel, in the same 
word ; it is slender when beside a slender 
vowel. 

Aspiration. 

15. When we say that an Irish con- 
sonant is uspirated, we mean that the 
breath is not completely stopped in the 
formation of the consonant, and hence the 
^ consonantal sound is continuous. 

^ 16. Aspiration is marked in writing and 
^ in print by placing a dot over the conso- 
nant aspirated, e.g., t), C, t). 
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17. In writing, nine of the consonants, 
viz., 13, c, X), p, 5, m, p, r, u, can be 
aspirated. 

Rules for Aspiration of Initial Consonant. 

21. (a) The possessive adjectives, mo, 
my ; t)o, thy ; and a, his, cause aspiration 
— mo t)0, my cow. 

(6) The article aspirates nouns 
(except those beginning with t), u, f ), in the 
nom. and ace. fern, sing., and in the gen. 
masc. sing. — An OeAti, the woman ; m>AC An 
f 1^, {:the) son of the. man. 

(c) In compound words the initial 
consonant of the second word is aspirated, 
f eAn-rtiAtAi|\, a grandmother. 

The letters X) and u are never aspirated 
after a word that ends in one of the letters 
X), n, Zy t, r- 

(^i) The interjection a, the sign of 
the voc. case, causes aspiration in nouns 
of both genders and both numbers — ^a 
Se^mAif, {0) James ; a titiitie, Sir. 

{e) An adjective is aspirated when 
it agrees with a fern, noun in the nom. and 
ace. sing., or with a masc. noun in the gen. 
sing., and in the dat. and the voc. sing, of 
bolh genders ; also in the nom, and ace. pL 
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when the noun ends in a slender consonant 
— bo t)An, a white cow ; niAC ^^n f^ijt rtiOi^, 
{the) son of the big man ; cApAitt rii(3|tA, big 
horses. 

(g) A verb is aspirated — (1) in the 
imperfect, the simple past, and the con- 
ditional (ordinary forms) ; (2) after tiT, not ; 
tn^ if; niAit, as ; fut (or f Ajt) be/orey and 
all the compounds of |io (§ 278) ; (3) after 
thfe relative particle a, e.g., t)UAit r6, he 
struck; nf t)6it) f6, ^<? will not be. 

(h) The word following t3Aandi)Ati 
(the past tense and conditional of if) is 
usually aspirated — t)A rhAit tiom, / liked. 

(^) The simple prepositions (except 
^By ^Vy 5^11' 50, 1, and te) cause aspi- 
ration — "00 pAt)^A15, SeASATl. 

{j) The Numeral adjectives, Aon, 
one ; x)S, two ; cfiAT), /Irst ; utteAf , third, 
cause aspiration : t)a CApALt, two horses ; 
An C6AT) ttUACAitt, the first boy. 

Eclipsis. 

22. Eclipsis is the suppression ot the 
sound of the initial consonant of a word by 
prefixing another consonant whose sound 
is substituted. 

23. Only seven consonants can be 
eclipsed, viz. : t), c, t), p, 5, p, u. Each con- 
sonant has its own eclipsing letter. 
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25. b is eclipsed by m, as a nib6, tbeir cow. 



c „ , 




5> >» ^T^ gcAp^tt, our horse. 


•0,. 




n, „ A|\ troAn, our poem, 
b, „ 1 bfuit, in blood. 


r » 




5,» 




i^5>*>? ^ ^ge, their goose. 


P» 




b, „ A bp^ip6A|\, their paper. 


c „ 




"0, M A t)rA]\b, their bull. 



Rules for Eclipsis« 

26. (a) The possessive adjectives plural 

— S.\{f our ; t)titi, your ; a, theirs cause 
eclipsis : a mto^t), ^A^w- 6oa^. 

(5) The article eclipses in the gen. 
pi. (both genders) — t^drhA riA ttpeAti, {the) 
hands of tJie men. 

(c) The simple prepositions followed 
by the article eclipse the initial of singular 
nouns — Ajt An gCApAtt, on the horse ; as ah 
OpeAti, at the man. 

T)© and 'oe followed by the article may aspirate : 'oo'n 
ye^H, or -oo'ti b|:eA|\, tc the man. 

(d) The Numeral adjectives feACc, 
oCc, tiAOi, and x)eiC (7, 8, 9, 10), and their 
compounds 27, 28, &c., cause eclipsis — 
fCACc tntDA, seven cows. 

(e) The initial of a verb is, eclipsed 

after Ati, ca, Ca {not) 50, x)^ mti^A (tnuriA), 
riAC, and the relative a preceded by a 

♦ Only the »i \s writtei;. §e^ large Grammar on this poiqt. 
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preposition — c^ t)ptiit fS, where is he? riAC 
t)ptiit r6 uinn, is he not sick .? 

Insertion of ti, u, and ti- 

27. (a) When a word begins with a 

vowel, n is prefixed in all positions, in 
which a consonant would be eclipsed unless 
the preceding word ends in n — A^ w-a'^Aw ; 
f e^Cu n-AfAit ; but, ^jt An tufce. 

(b) Prepositions (except x)0 and 
xye) ending in a vowel prefix n to the 
poss. adjs. x\ (= his, her, their), Ajt, X)Vi\< : 
te n-A ri\&c4^^x^y with his mother. 

28. (a) The article prefixes u to masc. 
nouns beginning with a vowel in the nom. 
and ace. sing. — aw u-AtAit\ ; -Ati c-AfAt. 

(6) If a noun begins with r followed 
by a vowel or by t, n, or |\, the article 
prefixes c in the nom. and ace. fern, and 
the gen. masc. sing. — An urt3it, the eye ; An 
urjtOn, the nose ; 05 An ufABAiitu, the priest's 
houbse. 

(c) u is often prefixed to f after 
words ending in n : Aon uftiit Atii^in. 

29. Particles which neither aspirate 
nor eclipse, and which end In a vowel, 

prefix n to words beginning with a vowel: 
e.g., A, her, 50, te, x)AttA (cAttnA), r6, uttT, 
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11 A {thSy in gen. sing. fern, and in the noro. 
ace. and dat. pi.) — a ti-At^itt, her fathe?* ; 
f6 ti-AfAit, six asses. 

30. Attenuation is the process of making 
a broad consonant slender. ThiKS is usually 
denoted by placing an "i" immediately 
before the consonant : e.g., t3-df, t)Aif {death). 

33. Syncope is the elision of an U7iac- 
cented vowel or digraph from the last 
syllable of a word of more than one syl- 
lable, whenever the word is lengthened by 
an inflection beginning with a vowel : e.g., 
cox)tAim, / sleep, from coT)><Mt; ihaidug 
from tiiAiT)in (morning). 

THE ARTICLE- 

37. In Irish there is only one article, ah, 
which corresponds to the English definite 
article, " the.'' In the singular the form for 
all the cases is ^n, except the gen. fem, 
which is n>A. In all the cases of the plural 
the form is nA. 

39. The prepositions i, in, or Ann, in, 
te, with, take f before the article, e.g., inf 
An teAt)Att, i^ the hook ; teif An r)|:eAtA, 
with the man. 

In Munster o, t)o, and x)e, and some- 
times others (ut\6, Aige, etc.) take f before 



Digitized by 



Googk 



9 

the pUtral article — Dor ha t)tiAit), to the 
cows. 

40. The initial changes produced by 
the article : Refer to §§21 {b) ; 26 (6), (c) ; 
28(a), (i); 29. 

THE NOUN. 

41. There are only two genders in Irish, 
the masculine and the feminine. 

42. Masculine Nouns : (a) Names and 
occupations of males ; (6) Personal agents 
ending in Oi^, Aitte, tiit)e or ^C : (c) diminu- 
tives in Tn or ^n, and abstract notms in Af , 

d) Many nouns ending in a hroad con- 
sonant. 

43. Feminine Nouns : (a> Names and 
designation of females ; (5) Names of 
countries and rivers ; (c) Nouns of two or 
more syllables ending in ^tc or 05 ; 
{^d) Abstract n>ouns formed from the geni- 
tive singular feminine of adjectives ; {e) 
Monosyllabic nouns ending in a slender 
consonant. 

44. In Irish there are five cases — the 
Nominative, the Accusative, the Genitive, 
the Dative (or Prepositional) and the 
Vocative. 
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52. There are five declensions of nouns. 
The declensions are distinguished by the 
inflection of the genitive singular. 

First Declension. 

63. All the nouns of the first declension 
are masculine, and end in a broad con- 
sonant. 

54 The genitive sing, is formed by 
attenuation § 30 ; the dat. is the same as 
the nom., and the voc. is the same as the 
gen. The nom. pi. is the same as the gen. 
sing., and the gen. pi. is the same as the 
nom. sing. 

55. t)>AX), <2 boat 

SINGULAR PLURAL. 

NoM. & Ago. b6.t), a boat b^it), boats 

Gen. b^iu, of a boat b^t), of boats 

Dat. b^t), (in) a boat b^t)Aib, (in) boats 

Voc. A bi.1t), O boat ! a b6.t)A, O boats ! 

56. Words of more than one syllable 
ending in j^t or e^C form their gen. sing, 
by changing aC or e>AC into A15 or ig, 
respectively. 

(>0. Vowel Changes. 

Change e^ or eu in nom. sing, into ei in gen. sing. 
„ o (short) „ „ „ „ ui „ „ „ 

,, 10 or CA yy 99 ,, ,) 1 ,, ,, ,, 

Change ia ihto 4i in io.fc, cli^b, Hi^tL, gi^tl, fci^lt, 
Fia6, and a few others. 
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Singular. 




62, N.&A. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Voc. 


mA^ACAc, rider, \ec>.\\ a man, 
mAjACAij fi|i 

Plural. 


cnoc, a Aj7/. 
cnuic 
cnoc 
A cnuic 


NoM. & Ace. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Voc. 




cnuic 
cnoc 
cnocAib 
A cnocA 



Irresrularities in the First Declension. 

64. ITIac, a son ; and bi^t), food, become niic and 
bit) in gen. sing. 

65. Aon^c, a fair; •oopAf, a door; Ainge^l, an 
angel; boc^ji, a road; inAX)iAA'6, a dog; flAb|\At), a 
chain, and iriAiig^t), a market, become AoncAije (or 
-con^ige), •ooi^Afe, Aingte, boicjie, mA-opAioe, |'lAb|\Ai'6e, 
and tnA|i5Ait)e in nom. pi. 

66. The following nouns take a in the nom. pi. ; 
b|Au^c, a brink; cao^s a berry; •oeo^A, a tear; pe^nn, 
a pen ; f eox>. a jewel ; f me^ix, a blackberry ; ub^ll, an 
apple (ubl^). 

67. The following take ca in nom. pi. : feol, a 
sail ; ceot, music ; n^^t, a cloud ; f ce^l, a story ; 
cu^n, a harbour ; ce^t), a hundred ; lion, a net 

Second Declension. 

71. All nouns of the second declension 
end in consonants, and are feminine. The 
gen. siflg. is formed by adding e ; (if the 
/Uoun ends in a broad consonant, it must 
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T^e attenuated § 30), and if the last cott- 
sonant is C, it is changed into 5 (except 
iii words of one syllable). The dat. sing, is 
got by dropping the e of the gen. The 
voc. sing, is like the nom. The nom. pi. is 
formed from the nom. sing, by adding a or 
e ; the gen. pi. is like the nom. sing. 

78, For vowel changes in gen. sing., refea* 
to § 60, to which add, ia becomes 61. 

Singular. \woman, 

N. & A. t^iti, a hand, ge^g, a branch. c^itleAc, an old 

Gen. lAitiie S^^5^ cAittije 

Dat. tAiiii 5^^5 c-Mltig 

Pl-URAU 

N.&A. l/AiliA 5 "^^5^ CAitteACA 

Gen. Iaiti 5^^5 c^ilteAc 

Dat. lAiiiAib jje^gAib cAilleACAib 

Voc. A to.niA ^ S^^S^ ^ cAitteACA 

87. The following nouns take eAtin-^ in nom. pi.: — 
cuif, a cause; luib, an herb ; beim, a stroke; •ou^if, 
a prize ; leiin, a leap ; aic, a place ; i*coit, a school ; 
ceim, a step ; uaija, an hour ; fixAit), a street ; pAi]\c, a 
field ; -peif, a festival, a feis. 

88.. The following take e^c-^ in nom. pi. : — ob-M]A 
(oibiieACA), a work ; t1Cl]^, a letter ; ub, an tg^ (also 
tube) ; pAi"oi|\, a prayer ; f ]^6.l'0, a street. 

89. The noms. pi. of coilt, a wood ; cii\, a coun- 
try ; Ag-Mt), i a face ; ypeo^i^, the sky, are, coittce, 
ciol^c-^, Aijte, fpeA|\rA. 
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IS 
Third Declension. 

91. The third declension includes (1) 
personal nouns ending in Oi|\ or 6i|\ (all 
masculine), (2) derived nouns in aCu (all 
feminine), (3) verbal nouns ending in aCu 
and AtfiAin, (4) most nouns ending in t, (5) 
other nouns ending in consonants which 
are, as a rule, masculine or feminine, 
according as t;hey end in b)-oad or slender 
consonants, 

92. The genitive singular is formed by 
adding ^. ... If the last vowel of the nom. is 
1, preceded by a broad vowel, the i is 
usually dropped in the gen., as coil, gen., 
uotA. The vowels of the nom. often 
undergo a change in the gen. These 
changes are the reverse of the vowel changes 
in the 1st and 2nd declensions (§ 60.) 

Change — 

i, 10 or ei (short) in nom. into ba in the gen. 
u or m 
61 

93. The nominative plural is usually the 
same as the gen. sing. ; but personal nouns 
ending in Oi|\ and 6i|\ add i to the nom. 
sing, to form nom. pi. 



}} 


yy 


yy 


^ yy 


^> 


^^ 


*9 


}9 


>> 


6a „ 


^> 


yy 
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96, Examples. 

a bone, a bell, a boat nan. a boy. 



NoM. & Ace: criATTi 
Gen. cno^riiA 
Dat, cno.ni 
Voc, A cn-6.ni 



NoM. & Ace. cnAifiA 
Gen. cn6.ni 

DAT 

Voc, 



Singular. 

c]\iof bo.t)6i|t 

ci\eAfic biw-oditA 

c^nof bA-ooiit 

A t\\\o\' -c bA'o6n\ 

Plural. 

c]\eAfA bo.-ooijAi 
c^MOf bA'o6i|A(i) 
cno.niAib c]\eA]'-Mb bA'ooijM'b 
A cn^niA A cjACAf A A bA-oonAi 



buACAitt 
buAc^ttA 
buACAitt 
A buACAitl 



buACAitti 

btiACAitl(i) 

buACAitlib 

A bUACAllll 



104. The following nouns form their noms. pl. 
by adding nn^ to the gen. sing. : — Am, time; fiMic, a 
stream; 'oiunm, a back; 5v^^^^^> * piece; clcAf, a 
trick ; AnAiii, a soul. 



Fourth Declension, 

106. The fourth declension includes (1) 

diminutives in fn, (2) most nouns ending in 

a vowel. All the cases of the singular are 

alike. The nom. plur. is formed by adding 

T (if the nom. sing, ends in e the e is 

dropped). 

Singular. 

Nom. & Ace. cAilin cAitini 
Gen. cAitin cAilini 
CAitin CAitinib 



DAT. 

Voc. A cAilin A CAilini 



Plural. 

ci5eA]\nA t;i5eA]\nAi 



CI ge A]\n A CI ge Ajin Ai 
^^S^^l^i^-^ cigeAjAnAib 
A tijcA^xn A A cigeAixn^i 
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113. b^ile, a town ; leine, a shirt ; mile, a thou- 
sand ; ceine, a fire ; caoi, a method ; •oa.oi, a fool ; 
X^o\y 3L wise person; •ojaaoi, a druid; and •o'Laoi, a 
curl, make noms. pi., b^itce, teince(A6A), mitce, 
ceiTice(ACA), cAoice, t)Aoite, fAOite, •o|\A.oite, and 
t)tA0iue. 

Nouns ending in t>e or ge take ee in nom. pL, 

e.g., C|A0i"6e, c|\oiT)ce. 

The noms. pi. of -ouine and ni-6 are D^oine and 
neire. 



The Fifth Declension. 

116. Most nouns of this declension end 
in a vowel, and are, with a few exceptions, 
• feminine. The gen. sing, is usually formed 
by the addition of n, nn, or C (broad). The 
dat. sing, is formed by attenuating the 
gen. § 30, except in those nouns which add 
C, when the dat. is like the nom. (usually). 

119. The nom. pi. is formed (1) by add- 
ing x\ to gen. sing., e.g., pe^jtr^, cuifte, 
and most nouns that form gen. sing, in C ; 
(2) by adding e to gen. sing., accompanied 
with syncope (§33), e.g., jjAitine, cxMi\t)e, 
nAirfit)e, xMt)ne, the plurals of saX)^, CAjt^A, 
n-Aifi-A, and At) ; (3) by attenuating the gen. 
sing., e.g., tAC^in, piCit), CAOittig, cortiuitr^m. 

The gen. pi. is like the gen. sing. 
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NoM. & Ace. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Voc. 



NoM. & Ace. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Voe. 



Singular, 
5AbAiTin cAjAAit) 



CArAoi]\ 

CACAOipeAC 
CAtAOip 
A CACAOip 



Plural. 



A 61 pe. 



jAibne 
5^1!) Ann 
jAibnib 



CAljA'Oe CAtAOljAeACA 
CAPIAT) CAUAOipeAC 

CAip-oib CACAOipeACAib 



A jAibne A CAip-oe a CAtAoi]ieACA 



IRREGULAR NOUNS. 



132. 


NoM., Ace.,Voc. 


Gen. 


Dat. 


Sing. 
Plur. 


ACAip, a father 


AUAJA 
A1C|\eAC 


ArAi|\ 
AicpeACAib 


Sing. 


be An, a woman 


mnA 


mnAoi 


Plur. 


inn A 


bAn 


mnAib 


Sing. 


bo, a C07V 


bo 


bum 


Plur. 


bA 


bo 


buAib 


Sing. 
Plur. 


Ia, a day 
lAere (AncA) 


lAe 
lAere, Ia 


Ia, to 
lAeuib 


Sing. 
Plur. 


m\, a month 
mi Of A 


niio|"A 
mio|" 


mi, m^y 
miofAib 


Sing. 
Plur. 


-pciAn, a knife 
•pee An A 


fcine 
fciAn 


fciAin, i^cin 
fee An Alb 


Sing. 
Plur. 


\\.\cA, a mountain i^leibe 
-pteibce fleibce 


fteib, fliAti 
fleibcib 


Sing. 


cig, ceAC, a house 


cige 


C15, ueAC 


Plur. 


zy-ste 


cijre, ceAC 


uiguib 


Sing. 


'OiA, God, 


X)6 


'O1A. 



♦In Munster jAbA is usually unflected in the singular. 
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niACAi|\, b|\ArAip, 'oeAi\bi\ACAi]A, are declined like 
ACAijA. The gen. of -oenibf iiji|\, a sister, is •oei^AbfeACAp. 

After numerals use mi and Ia; e.g ^ occ mi, 
fe t^. 

DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES 



First Declension. 

134 This declension includes all adjec- 
tives ending in a broad consonant. The 
vowel changes in gen. sing, are the same 
as for nouns §§ 60, 78. 

Examples, 

mop, big ^ecX, bright x>'\\\e^t^ straight 



Masc. Fem. 

N.&Acc. mop mop 



Gen. 
Dat. 
Voc. 



moip moi]\e 
mop moip 
moip mop 



N. & Ace. 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Voc. 



mopA 
mop 
mop A 
m6pA 



lingular. 
Masc. Fem. 

51I site 
ge^l 51I 
51I se^l 

Plural. 
SeAl 



Masc 

•oipe^c 
-oipig 
•oipoAC 
t>ipi5 



Fkm. 

•01 ft- AC 
"oipige 
"oipig 
x)ipeAC 



•oipe^cA 
"oipeAC 
tDipe-^CA 
•oipeAC-A 



Second Declension. 



142. All adjectives ending in a slender 
consonant, except those in AttiAit, belong 
to the second declension. 
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In the singular all the cases, both niasc, 
and fern., are alike, except the gen. fern., 
which is formed by adding e. 

In the plural all the cases, both masc. 
and fern., are formed by adding e to the 
nom. sing., except the gen., which is like 
the nom, sing. 







Example. 






• 


ttiAit, good. 






Singular. 


Plural, 




masc. 


fern. 


both genders 


N.&A. 


mAit 


mAxt 


triAite 


Gen. 


tn^it 


tiiAite 


IHAlt 


DAT. 


mxMt 


in^it 


triAite 


Voo. 


tTlAlt 


ttiAit 


WAite 



Third Declension. 

146. The third declension includes all 
adjectives ending in Atfi^Ait. 

In both numbers the two genders are 
alike. The gen. sing, and the nom., ace, 
dat., and voc. pi. are formed by adding 
-A (with syncope § 33). 
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Example. 

peAitAtfiAit, manly. 
Singular. Plural. 

N". & A. peAjtAtfiAit peAjtArhtA 

Gen. peAjtArhtA peAttAtiiAiL 

DAT. pe^jtAtiiAit peAjtArhtA 

Voc. peAjtAtfiAit peAjurhtA. 

Fourth Declension. 

148. All adjectives ending in a vowel 
belong to the fourth declension. They 
have no inflection ; all cases, sing, and 
plural, are alike. 

COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES. 

153. In Irish there are two comparisons 
(l) the comparison of equality, (2) the 
comparison of superiority. 

The comparison of equality is formed by 
putting coifi before the adjective, and te 
(or teif before article) after it. If a verb 
occurs in the second portion of the sen- 
tence, AStif must be used instead of te. 

C^ Se^S-Ati cotii tdit)it\te se-Amtif. John 
is as strong a^ James. 

tlTt re corh t-Ait)itt Aguf t)f r6. He is not 
as strong as he was. 
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155. The comparison of superiority has 
three degrees — the positive, the compara- 
tive, and the superlative. The comparative 
and superlative iiave tiie same form as 
tlie genitive singular feminine of the 
adjective. 

The comparative is usually preceded by 
riTof (nT(<>) + If), and followed by nS (than); 
if a verb occurs in the second portion of 
sentence, use ti-A niAtt. 

Ca aw 5|\iAti tiTof site n& ax\ ScAtAC. 
The sun is brighter than the moon. We can 
also say ; If site Ati sitiAti riA An gcAtAC. 
ZS f6 riTof t-dit)|te Atioif tiA mAjt a t)T r^ 
|\iAtii. He is stronger noio than ever he was. 

If the comparison is completely past in 
the mind of the speaker, nT t)A is used 
instead of riTof, but if the present time is 
not completely excluded, tiTof may be used. 

If t)OiC tiom 50 t^Ait) f6 niof (ni x>^) 
tAiT)|te wA SeA%Sx\. I think that he was 
stronger than John ; but, t)A tiOiC tiom 50 
jtAit) f 6 tiT Da tAit)|\e ti^ SeAS^^n, / thought 
that he was stronger than John. 

159. I^he superlative degree must always 
be preceded by the verb if. {bA is used in 
the past, and t)At) in the conditional.) TJte 
highest hill in Ireland. An cnoc if AOi|iT)e 
) n-6i|\inn 
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IRREGULAR COMPARATIVES. 



Positive 



COMP. & 

Super. 



beAj, small tu5A 

fA-OA, long f uiDe, f lA 

m6\iy big tno 

otc, ^^d meAf A 

tn Ai c, ^(0(7d f e Ap|v 

5eA|\|\, short 5iop|\A 



Positive 



CoMP. & 
Super. 

minic, ojten minici, mioncA 
ce, warm ueo 
ci|\im, dry ciojimA 
5|Ao.rTOA,w^/y gp^itroe 
Ap-o, Az]o-A AOiiA-oe, Aip"oe 
•oocA I ^ro6- (•o6cAit)e 
•0615 ) able (-ooijce. 



167. NUMERAL ADJECTIVES. 





Cardinals 




Ordinals 


1. 


Aon — AihAin, or, — 


1st. 


ceAt)— (AonniAf)). 


2. 


•OA— 


2nd. 


•OAIIA , CA|\nA — , 

•ooniAt) — 


3. 


C|\i — 


3rd. 


ciM'niAX) — , u|\eAf — 


4.- 


ceic]ie — 


4th. 


ceAC|\AniA*6 — 


5. 


CU15— 


5th. 


cuigrtiA-o — ^ cuig- 
eAt) — 


6. 


r6- 


6th. 


f4niA"o — , •peii'eA'o — 


7. 


fOACC— • 


7th. 


'peAcctiiA'o — . 


8. 


occ 


8th. 


occniAt) — 


9. 


TlAOl — 


9th. 


TlAOltlAt) 


10. 


'oeic — 


10th. 


•oeicrtiAt) — y "oeAC- 
rtiA'o — 


11. 


Aon — '"oeAj. 


11th. 


Aon ni A-o — t) 6 Ag . 


12. 


•OA — "6 6^5. 


12th. 


'OA|\A "O^Ag. 


13. 


c|\i — •oeAg. 


13th. 


CjAiitiA-o — •oeAg. 


14. 


ceic|\e — ^DeAg. 


14th. 


ceACjiAtTiAX) — •oeA5. 


15. 


CU15— •oeAg. 


15th. 


cu ijni AX) — t) e Ag . 


16. 


fe— -oeAS. 


16th. 


feitiAt) — •oeA5. 


17. 


-peAcc — 'oeA^. 


17th. 


fCAccniAt) — -oeAS. 


18. 


occ — •oeAj. 


18th. 


occitiA"6 — 'oeAj. 


19. 


TlAOl — -oeAj. 


19th. 


TiAoniAt) — •oeA^. 


20. 


pice — 


20th. 


pcniAt) — , f iceA-o — 
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Cardinals — con. Ordinals — con. 

21. Aon — If fice. 21st. AonttiAf) — f ice^t) 

(fidit)). 

22, 'oi. — If f ice. 22nd. 'OAf a — f 166^*0(1: tcit)). 
80. 'oei6 — If fice, 30th, 'oeicitiAt) — ftceAt) 

(f 161*0). 
31. Aon~'o6A5 If f i6e. 31st. AontriAt) — t)6A5 Af 

flClt). 

40. 'OACAX)— , t)^ f ici-o— 40th. 'OACA'oniAt) — , 'oa 

frici-oe^t). 
50, 'oei6 — If 'OACA'o. 60th. DeicihAt) — if 'oaca'o. 

60. cfi ficit) — 60th, cjAi fici-oeAX) — 

70, 'oeic — If z^\ ficit). 70th. 'oeicihA'6 — if cfi 

flClt). 

80. ceitfe f 161*0 — 80th. ceicf e f ici-oe-^-d — 

90. 'oei6 — If ceitfe f i6ix). 90th. 'oeicihA-6 — if ceicf e 

fi6i'o. 

100. c6a*o— 100th. c6At)ihA*6— 

101. — Ajuf c6At). 101st. AonttiAt)— Agtif c6at). 

102. tJA — Aguf cd-ct). 102nd. t)Af a — ^S^f ce^t). 

In the above list the dash indicates the 
position of the noun : thus, Aon C^pAtt 
Atfi^in, or simply, cx^pAtt, one horse ; t)^ 
C^pAtt, two horses; -O-d CApAtt '06A5, 
twelve horses. The termination tfiA* in 
the ordinals is pronounced tJ (00), The 
cardinals may be used in counting (without 
expressing the noun), thus : a ti--Aon, x\ X)0, 
x\ ut\T, A ceAt^itt, x\ Ct3l5, A f 6, ><N fe^Cu, xs 
tioCu, A rixNoi, -A 'oeiC, x\ ti-Aon '06A5, ^ 'oO 

tieAS, 'A ^l^T X)6a5, A ti-Aon If pCe, 

etc. Notice ^ x)0 and -a ce^tAitt. 
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The Personal Numerals.' 



T>tiiiie 


ii 


person. 


•OA^At) (•OA pdit)) 




bei|AC 


2 persons. 


•ouine 40 persons 


C|A1U|V 


3 


i» 


•ouine Aguf •OA- 




ceAtiiA|t 


4 


«) 


e^^o 41 


If 


cui5eA|\ 


5 


i> 


•oeic n^ouine ^ 




feifeA|v 


6 


o 


•oeicne^bAf T 




mojAfeifeAp . 


7 




»5 


f 


1* 


If •OACAt) ) 




o6cA|t 


8 


tf 


Aoinne 'oeAg 




nAonlDA|\ 


9 


«i 


If •OACA'O 51 


» 


•oeicneAbAjt 


10 


•. 


Cfi -otiine -oeAg 




Aoinne X)6^^ 


11 


n 


If •OACA^o 53 


»> 


•o^|\^A5 


12 


»♦ 


cp' f icit) t)tiine 60 


n 


C|\i •ouine "o^Ag 


13 


»> 


•ouine Aguf cf 1 




ceitjte tuine 






pci-o 61 


» 


^6^5 


14 


♦> 


beifc If cp' 




feAcc rTOUine 






pcit) 62 


»> 


t)eA5 


17 


f> 


c^A^o -ouine 100 


>» 


pee -otune 


20 


»i 


•ouine Ajuf 




•ouine Ajiif f ice 21 


if 


€^^•0 101 


9> 


bei|AC If pee 


22 


?» 


beifc A5Uf 




cp •ouine If f ice 23 


» 


ce^^o 102 


>> 



179. The Possessive Adjectives are mo, 
my ; t)o, thy ; ^, /V^, or he?- ; ^|t, ot^r ; t)ti|t, 
yt72^r; a, ^Aar. The o of mo and x)0 is 
elided before a vowel or fr : 6.^., m'^tAitt, 
my father. X>o usually becomes u' before a 
vowel: e.^., u'AtxMjt, thy father. 

195. The Demonstrative Adjectives are 

fo (or f eo), this ; f Ati, foin (or f in), that ; 
and tit), ^Aai{ or yonder. 

♦From Father O'Leaxy's mioii-dAiiinc. 
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The forms in brackets are used after 
slender vowels or slender consonants. 

The article must always be used hef(yre 
the noun with these adjectives : e.g.y aw 
Xy^AW fo, this woman ; • aw pcAjt f >An, that 
man ; riA pijt fee, these men, 

197. The Indefinite Adjectives are Aon, 
any ; 6i5in(u), some, certain ; eite, other ; 
uite, all, whole] p6, whatever \ and the 
phrase, Ajt t)it, any at all. 

Aon and p6 precede their nouns, the 
others follow them. Aon tA, any day ; At) 
X)ume eite, the other person. 

201. The Distributive Adjectives are 

SAC, SAC Aon, each; jaC |\e, ^wry other, 
every second ; (An) /uite, saC uite (or Cuile), 
every : jaC tA, each day ; ah uite freAtt, ^w?-^/ 
man ; ^aC jte mt)tlAt>Ain, eve7y second year. 

THE PRONOUN. 

204. The Conjunctive Personal Pro- 
nouns * are m6, / ; uu, thou ; f6, A^ ; fi, 
5^^ ; finn, ^z;^; fit), yo^; T^AX),they. 

The Disjunctive Personal Pronouns* are 

me or me, /, me ; tfi (uu), i^Aoi/, ^^^6 ; 6, he, 
him ; T, she, her ; f inn, we, ns ; fit), yoi/ ; 
lAt), ^A^^/, i^A^m. 

♦ For use of these pronouns refer to Syntax — ^The Pronoun. 
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The empliatio foiins are: inife, myself; 
uufA, thyself; \^Q\x^AVi, himself; x^^x^e, herself; 
f atine, ourselves; x^X^x^> yourselves; f iAt)f An, 
themselves. 

216. Fifteen of the simple prepositions 
combine with the personal pronouns to 
form Prepositional Pronouns. The most 
important of these are the combinations of 
A5, Ajt, t)0, te, 0, t:6 (pAOi), and Cun. 



A5, at, with 


All, on 


'Oo, to 


t^e, with 


A5Am,a(: me 
AjAc, ,, thee 
Aige, ,, him 
AIC1, ,, her 


o]Am, on me. 
o|Ac, „ thee 
Ai]i, ,, him 
ui]ici ,, her 


-oom, me 
•ouic, thee 
-00, him 
t)i, her 


tiom, me 
teAc, thee 
teif , him 
tei(ce),her 


AjAinn,, us 
^S^ib, „ you 
Acu, „ther4 


o|i-Mnn,, us 
0^1 Alb „ you 
0]AtA ,,them 


•otiinn,us 
•oib you 
t)6ib, them 


lir»n, us 
lib, you 
leo, them 



6, from. 


pejfAoi, under 


■ 

Cun, towards. 






Connaught. 


Munster, 


UAim 


ftim 


cug^m 


dijijAm 


U-MC 


ftIC 


CU50.C 


CUgAC 


UAlt) 


f6, fo.01 


cuije 


cuige 


. UAicr 


fUlCI 


CUICI 


tix'ite 


UAinr» 


fUlTlTI 


cugAinn 


GujAinn 


uAib 


fuib 


cugAib 


cus^ib 


UACA 


fticA 


t\\c6^ 


ciieA 
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235. The Relative Pronouns are a, who, 
which, that; haC, who not, which not, etc. ; 
50, thxit; p6, cit)6, 5it)6, whosoever, whatever; 
and A (causing eclipsis), what, that which, 
all that : e.g., ^n peAjt n-AC tnt)ei<> Ann — the 
man who will not he there; x\n tie^n 50 t)|:tiit 
An t)0 AICI — the woman who has the cow. 

N.B, After a superlative, or any phrase 
equivalent to a superlative, x>S. (x)At\ in past 
tense) is used for who, which, that. t)6Att- 
VAt) x)uiu H^C nile nft) t>a tipuit (or, jaC a 
Opuit) AgAm — / ^AaZZ ^«w you everything 
that I have. 

238. The Demonstrative Pronouns are 
6 (f) fee, <Ai^ ; 6 (T) fin or f x\n, thxit ; 6 (f ) 
fiHt), thiit {yonder) ; lAt) f o, these ; iat) fAn 
(fin,) th^se ; iat) fiHt), <Ao^e {yonder). 

Do t3'6 fin SoAS-An. Thut was John. C6 
n-iAt) f o ? TT7w> are ^Ae^e ? An 6 fiflx) 
ComAf ? 7^ that {person yonder) Thomas ? 
T)6Anf Alt) fAn An snO. 7%a^ will do {the 



243. The Interrogative Pronouns are 
06 (cia), who, which; cat), CAit)6, c6At\x) 
(c|t6At)), 2^?Aa^/ 06 teif ? whose ? e,^,, CAt) uA 
AgAU ? TFi^a^ Aave yt?w ? C6 acu if 
feAttjt? Which of them is the better "i C6 
teif An teAt)At^ ? Whose is the hook ? 
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THE VERB. 

247. In Irish there are two conjugations. 
They are distinguished by the formation 
of the future tense. In the first conjuga- 
.tion the 1st pers. sing, of the future ends 
in PAT) or peAT), and in the second conjuga- 
tion it ends in (e)OCAt). 

Each of the coujugations has three 
forms (1) the Synthetic, (2) the Analytic, 
(3) the Autonomous. 

249- The synthetic form is that in which 
the persons are expressed by inflections. 

In the analytic there is only one form, 
and the persons are expressed by means of 
pronouns. 

In the autonomous form the action of 
the verb is merely expressed, without 
mentioning the subject. 

253. There are three moods — the Imper- 
ative, the Indicative and the Subjunctive. 

The Imperative has only one tense — the 
present. The Indicative has five tenses — 
the present, the imperfect, the past, the 
future, and the conditional (or secondary 
future). The Subjunctive has two tenses— 
the present and the past. 
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261. In both conjugations there are two 
sets of terminations — (I) the broad, (2) the 
slender. The first set is used with verbs 
ending in a hroad consonant; the second 
with those which end in a slender con- 
sonant. 

FIRST CONJUGATION. 

ITIol, praise. buxsil, strike, beat. 



IMPERATIVE MOOD. 



SING. 
1st mot Aim 
2nd mot 



PLURAL. 



(motAimir 
ymot-<\m 



mot Alt) 

(Ai§ir)) 
3rd mot^-o -pe motAvoif 

( AX)A01f) 
AUTONOMOUS, motcAtU 



SING 
buAiti 
buAit 



PLURAL. 



C buAitimir 
"■ I buAite^m 
btiAitit) 

buAiteAt) ]^e buAitvojr. 



btiAitceAn. 



INDICATIVE MOOD. 
Present Tense. 



SING. PLURAL, 

mot^im motAimit) 

m ot A11A m ot ATTti -pib 

, mot ATI n fe motAVo 

■■ - AUTON., motcAiA. 



Rela- 
tive 



A.-") motATinj 
,, ^ mot Ann 



(M.) 



SING. PLURAL. 

buAitim buAitimro 

buAitin buAi teAnn pb 

buAiteAtvn -pe buAitix). 

buAitceAr 



btiAit eAnnf (C.) 
"buAiteATvn (M.) 
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niotAir(xMY) TTioWbAjA 
liiot -pe tiiot A'OA|\ 

AUTON., molAt). 
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Past Tense. 

SING. 



PLURAL. 



l3UAit eAm-<^]A 
buAitir (if) 1i)UAite£bArv 

buxMlexs-o. 



Imperfect Tense. 



ihotAirm rtiotAvmir 
TTioLcA TTiotAt) pb 

TTiol/AX) -pe rti 01 ^1*0 if 

AuTON., molrAi, 



buAitmn btiAi timif 

IJUAi tue^ IpuAit e-^-Q fib 
bnAi beAt ) f e bnAi bi-oif 

buAibci. 



Future Tense. 



mobfAt) mob fAimit) 
mob fAif mob f Alt) fib 
mobf Alt) fe mobfAVo 

AUTON., tnob fAf. 

RELA- ( TJIob fAf (C.) 
TIVE ; TtlobfAVO (M.) 



btiAi bfeAt) buAib fimit) 
buAi bfvp buAibfit) fib 

buAibrro f e buAibrvo 

buAi tfeA^. 

buAl bfCAf (C.) 
btlAlbf Alt) (M.) 



CONDITIONAL. 



Aimit 



•mobfAiTvn Ttio b£ 

niobfA TTIob f AG fib 

TTIob fAt) f e ITlobfATOif 

AUTON., mobf Ai (-fAi-oe) 



bUAlbfimi btlAl tflTTJif 

buAi bfCA buAibreAo fib 
buAibfCAt) f e btiAitrroif 



buAib 
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SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 



Present Tense. 



mot At) 
mot^in 
moWix) 
mo' 



motAirnfo 
molAit) fib 



AuTON., motcA]!. 



buAi teAt) buAi timit) 

btiAilin btiAili-b f lb 

btiAite*(M.)j 



btJAitceAi^. 



Past Tense. 



mo lAitin mo JAimif 
molcT" mol^rpil!) 
mot At) f 6 motAVojr 

AuTON., molcAOi. 

Verbal Noun, mol^t). 

Verbal ) a 
Adjective [ ^^^'^^^ 



buAitiTvn buAitimfr 
bnAi tceA btiAit eAt) pb 
bnAi teA'6 X'^ btjAi tit)if 

btiAitci. 
buAtAf). 

bti Alice. 



The Analytic Forms for the tenses 
given above are exactly like the forms of 
the, 3rd sing, of the various tenses. The 
analytic form is not used in the 1st per. 
sing, present tense, and is rarely found in 
the 1st and 2nd pers. sing, imperfect tense, 
The second i in the terminations itnTt). 
Aitntx), etc., is not long in Connaught. 



♦ These are the correct literary forms. They are always used in 
Munster, except before vowels, when the other form is used (•6=5). 
The forms tnoLAi* and buAiti* are really the older forms of the 3rd 
sing, present tense indie. 
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276. The past, the imperfect, and the 
conditional are usually preceded by the 
particle x)o when no other particle precedes 
them. In the spoken language x)o is often 
omitted, except when the verb begins 
with a vowel or ip^ or an unaspirable conso- 
nant. The t)' has become so closely united 
to the verb, when the latter begins with a 
vowel, that we frequently find it aspirated, 
just as if the verb began with this conso- 
nant, e.g., tiToti t)'Ol f6 (for tiTo|\ Ot f6) — 
He did not drink. 



The Relative form is the same as the 
3rd pers. sing, in all the tenses, except the 
present and the future (in Connaught). 



278. The particle used formerly before 
th^ past tense was |to. It is now never 
used by itself, but it occurs in the follow- 
ing compounds : — 

A|t, whether (ah + t\o) ; sujt, that (50 + |to); 
c>dtt, where (cS + tto) ; titot\, not ; mtittAtt (or 
mutiAtt), unless ; ti^^tt, that not ; t)>dtt, of all 
those who {whom)^ to whom ; ten, oy whom, 
by which ; c6't\, who was. (This last form 
is used only with the verb if.) 
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282. In the first coDJugation the c in all 
terminations beginning with this letter is 
generally aspirated^ except when the stem 
ends in one of the consonants, t), ti, u, t, f, 
t, C, t), %. 

SECOND CONJUGATION. 

291. The second conjugation comprises 
(1) derived verbs in 15 or m%, and (2) syn- 
copated verbs. 

293. Verbs In i§. 

t)Aiti$, gather. ceAnntiig, buy. 

Derived verbs in (11)15 have exactly the 
same inflections as those of t3tiAit in all the 
tenses, except the future and the con- 
ditional. 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 
Future Tense. 

, SING. , PLURAL. SING. PLURAL. 

tlAiteocAt) bAiteocAiTTvro ceAnnac^ ceArin6cAimit> 
b^iteocAin bAiteocAit) pb ceATiTiocAin ceAnriocAiio -pi'b 
bAlibeocAijo -pe bAibeoc^ro ceATunocxMt) f e ceATinocAvo 



AUTON. , bAiteoccAjA. ceATinoccAtA. 

Relative jbAib eoc^it) (M) ce^Tin Tdlrb. 
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CONDITIONAL. 



bAiteoc^rrvn bxMteocAvniir 
b^iteoccA bAiteocx5.t) -pit 
b^ileocAt) -pe bAiteocAVOir 



cexMnnocAinn ceAnnocAimiT 



ce^n noct^ ceAnnocA'o pb 
ceATinocAt) -pe ceAnnocAi-oip. 



AuTON., bxMteoccAi (x5.oi). ceATun ocr^i (^01). 

Verbal Noun, bAitiutAjo. ceAnn^c. 

Verbal ) 1 1 • . 

Adjective k^^^^^^S^ ceAtinuisue. 

SYNCOPATED VERBS. 

292. Verbs of more than one syllable 
whose stems end in it, in, i|\, if or ing, 
belong to this class. 

ptiAgAitt, proclaim. C0151I, spare. 

All the tenses (except future and con- 
ditional) of ptiA5Ai|\ are Jike those of mot, 
the 5few being fti^sti.; those of coigit are 
like t)tiAit, the stem being coigt. The 3rd 
sing, past tense is t)'t^tiA5Ait\ f6 and Coijit 
f 6 : the 2iid sing, imperf., T)'trtiA5A|ttA and 
eoigitue^. See Syncope, § 33. 
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Future Tense. 

ptiA5t\0CAT), &c., like ceAtitiOC^T). 
coisteoCAt), &c., like tDAiteoCxxt). 

Conditional. 

t)'t^ti^5t\0CAinn, &c., like CexMinOC^Aitin. 
CoisteoCAititi, &c., like tJ^iteoC^inti. 

Verbal Noun, ptiAg^Aittu coi'gitu. 
Verbal Adj. , pti A5>At\t a coigitue. 

Kules for Formation of Verbal Nouns. 

315. (a) Verbs of the first conjugation generally 
form their verbal nouns by the addition of ^t or e^v ; 
final 1 in digraphs and trigraphs is dropped : 'oun, 
'ounA'6 ; tnol, motAt) ; mitt, mitte^t) ; bjiii', bjMi'eAt) ; 
buAit, buAt^t) ; 'ooij, •ooj^t). 

{b) Verbs of the second conjugation in 15 or U15 
form their verbal noun in uj^t) (or u) : ^ii'otiig, i^^^v- 
tigAf) (or J^\ix>{i) ; b^itij, b-c.ititi5At) (or b^ititi) ; tninig, 
tninitisAf) (or miniti). 

(c) Syncopated verbs ending in it, in, or i^a, 

usually form verbal nouns by addition of c : coffin, 

cof Aitic ; 'oibiii, 'oibi^ic ; t^bAii^, t-c^b^i^ic ; coigit, 
coigitc. 

For exceptions to these rules see Larger Gram- 
mar § 316. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



35 



318. 



IRREGULAR VERBS. 

Uaitti, / am. 



1st 

Present, ci^itn 



INDICATIYE HOOD. 



2nd 3rd Relative 



3rd 

cai|a{cx5.oi) CA f 6 

or J ci. me, ca cii, ^/c. 



Habi- bim bi|i bionn f 6 

tual. bim it) bionn pb bit) 

Depen- iruilim f tiiti|i ftiit f6 

dent, piilmit) fuitci * fuiti*© 

Past. biof bif bif6 

biomA|t biobA|t biot)^!^ 

Depen- i^^bAf i^Ab^if |tAib \e 

dent. lA^bAmAi^ i^AbAb^ii itAbAt)A|\ 



Imper- bitiri 
feet, bimif 

Future, be^t) 
beimit) 

beimit) 

Cpn- t)einTi 
ditional. 



biceA biot) f e 

biof) pb bit)if 

beiji belt) |"6 

bei-o pb belt) 

b^iji belt) \e 

bdi-b fib belt) 



beicei. beAt) f e 
beimif beAt) pb beit)if 

(or)beinn, beice-6., etc. 



bionn (M.) 
bionnf(C) 

fUlt 

bi 

^lAib 

bi(y6 
(M.)bei'6 

(C.)b6Ar 

beA-d 

b§At) 



Autono- 
mous 

biceAji 

fuitceA^i 

biteAf 

jtAbtAf 

bici 

beipe^^i 
beifi 



*The old termination of the 2nd person plural pres. indie, is 
still used in : ua6aoi, f tiitcl, 'oei|\t)« niAi|\6), and (g)ctoifci. 
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S6 
SUBJUNCTIVE HOOa 

ist 2nd 3rd Autonomous 

Present, (50) i^aIdat) |\a1dai]\ jaaiId -pe ^. 

The negative particle for this tense is no.. 



Past. (50 m) binn birred bio-6 - , , 

bimi-p biot) pb bi-oiY 

The negative particle is tia|\. 



Imperative Mood. 

bim bi bio^ f e 

biTTiiY bi'61'6 bi-oif 

Negative particle is n^. 
Verbal Noun : beic. 



biceA]i 



U^im is the only verb that has a distinct form ta 
express habitual state (or action) in the present tense. 



348. The Dependent Form of an irregu- 
lar verb is the form that must be used after 
the following particles : tiT, not ; 4^x\^ whether ; 
HA or ti^C, tliat not, whether not ; 50, that \ 
CA, where? \ tntit\A (mtitiA), unless \ t)A, if\ 
and the relative when governed by a 
preposition. 
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333. IS. 

(a) In Principal Sentences. 

Assertive Interrog". Negative Neg. Inter* 
Present Tense i]- ah (b') ni n-^c (tio^c) 

Past Tense and Jb-A, b^t) a]a in\o]\ n6^\\ (1) 

Conditional Jb', 'oob' ^]\h niopb tiAixb (2) 

Assertive Negative 

(50 mb^ r\^]\^ (1) 
Pres. 5ubj. ^5«1^^ 

(jup^b nA]\xsb (2) 

PastSubj. , J^^^^Jf^ ^''I'^^x 
ix)A mb mu]AAD (2) 

.{b) In Dependent Sentences. 

Present Tense J5«r (50) riAc (n^c) (1) 
(gu^iAb TiAc (tiac) (2) 

Past -js^r (50 ^') ^^P (1) 

(gmAb n^|vb (2) 



Conditional 


■ 5«1\ 


n&:]<b (2) 


i-^'^ 


Use lines 


(i) with consonants, lines (2) 


with vowels. i{ 
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342. Stem 


Present Tense 


Past Tense 


^-Wlfc D* 


beip(eATin) \e 
CAb|t-Aim ; ctig- 


t«5-Ar 


A. 
"Oein, say. 

D. 


(A)t)ei|t{eAirin) f§ 


-oubit-Af ("otibAixc) 
•otibAijtc f e 
t)iib|t-Af 


A. 

fAj Sfini. 
D. 


geib-im; fAj-Aitn 
5eib(eAnTi) f4 


f UAip-e^f, or, 
ftiAi|\-eAf , or. 


Sir f ''". -*^ 

D. 


jni-m ; •oein-ifn ; 

5ni(otin) re 

X)eAiri-Aim 
•oein-im 


|\inn-eAf,t)ein-eAf 
jtitine f^ 
'oeAlMiAf,'6ein-eAf 


A 

l^eic, see 

D. 


ci-m; feic-im 
ci(onn) \e 

feic-im 


conriAC-Af 

(donriAc) 
conno^ic \e 


A. 
D. 


ceij-im 


tyxtA-b \e 
'oeA6-Af,'oex5.5-Af, 


l)eip,a»fry. A.&D. 


bei]i-iin ; 
bei|\(eAnTi) fe 


r^5-^r 


5At>,to*«^(7. A.&D. 


gAb-Aim 


S^b-Af 


ol2'}^'"-A-*I'- 


ctoif-im 
cttiiri-im 


(6uaIa(i'6) f6 


cAg, )cow«. A.&D. 


ceAg-Aim 
a5(eAnn) f e 


CAinig fe 


It, «a«. A.&D. 


ie-im 


•o'lt-eAf [to 11^*6 Af] 



The Imperative mood of the above verbs is formed regularly from the 
stem, except ci^ and "oeiix, the 2nd pers. sing, of which are c;a]\ and AbAip: 
the other persons are regular. The Imperfect is formtd regularly from 
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Future Tense 


Verbal Noun 


Verbal Adjective 
(Past Participle) 


b6A|\-f At) ; 
CAbA^A-f At) ; 

C1tlb|t-At) 


CAbAll^C 


CAbA|\tA, CUgtA 


(A)t)6AlA-fAt) 
AbjAd^-At) 


ttAf) 


1AA1t)Ce 


5eob-At), gcAb-At) 

bl^AlgCAt), 

bicrui^-eAt) 


fA^All 


fAigce 

fACCA 


t)6An-fAt) 

99 


t)6AiriAth 
t)§AnA'6 


t)6AnCA 


ci-f eAt), f eic-f eAt) 
petc-f'eAt) 


feifciTic 


l^eicte 


|\AO-At) ; -pAg-At) 

»9 »> 


t)ut 


[t)tl'LcA] 


b6A|\-]:At) 


bjAClt 


bei|\ce, bei|\CA 


geob-At); jAb-fAt) 


gAbAlt 


gAbtA 


ctoif-fCAt) 

ctuin-feAt) 


cloipncjcloifcin 
ctof , ctoi-pceAt, 
cttntifiric 


ctoifce 
ctuince 


ClOC-JTAt) 


ceA6c 


CAjtA 


iOf-(f)At) 


lie 


itce 



the Present Tense stem, and the Conditional from the Future stem. 
^U the other forms are formed quite re^larly. Wherever the ira ^ 
pen. ting, presents any difficulty, it is given in the above tabftV^^^^ 
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Defective Verbs. 

423. A\\ (^tvf, x5.|\fA), says, j^i^— used only when 
th^ exact words of the speaker are given ; -c^yv-p^ mife, 
said /. 

t)A|\, it seems, it seemed', 'oa|i tiom, it seems to ^me, 
methinks, 

XQi^-oib^^i,! know, I knew, used only negatively or 
interrogatively, and inflected as a past tense : f e^p^ii, 
]?eA*o]}xM''p(if), feA'OAi|i i^e, etc. 

UA|\t A, it happefied, came to pass, 

'O'fobxMii, or b^ 'oob-MiA, it all but happened', b^ 
•66bAi|\ 'oom cuicim, / had well nigh fallen, 1 nearly fell. 



435. Interrogative Words and Phrases. 



When? CX5.CA111, ce^n uxm^a 
Where? ca, ce An aic 
How? coTiU'p (cionnuj'), ce 

ATI CAOl 

Why? CAT) nA cAob {50), Whence? ca-o Af 

CAT) cuije 
How far ? > ce ah frAit). 
How long?) An i:ax)a 
Which {pron.) ? ce, cioca, 
ceocA. 

All these take the relative form of the verb, except 

CA, CAT) tlA CAob (go). CAT) CU15e (50), CAT) Af < (50), 

which eclipse and take dependent form. 



Which [adj,") ? ce An . . . 
What? CAT), ceA]\T), cpeAT) 
Whither? ca 



How much ?? ce ttieiT), ca 
How many?) ttie<xT),An'm6 
Who? ce (cia). 



445. 



ADVERBS. 



ATTIAC, out 

Atnuij (c), outside 
ATTi, ATTIAC, however 

AlTltAIT), thus, so 

Anocc, to-night 



1 n-Aon co|T) 
Aji eigin, scarcely 
Att gcut, back- 
wards 



atiaH, hither 
Anonn, thither 

AjAIJi* ITTlbA^AA^, the 

day after to- 
morrow 
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Ad Verbs— (continued) , 



AlAeiji, lasl night 
ATlOlf , //ow 
A|\iY(c), again 
o.x\w\Jb<x\ (fin), 

there 
ATinfo, here 
^.ww^xx'o , yonder 
-<s|\ Aif, back 

^, immediately 

-^|i mxMX)in, i;^ //^ 

morning 
<s|\ tixM|\il3 Xsome- 
tJxM|\exMricA ) times 
ATlOlf •] -^iiifj ^^^^^ 

-Miiof, 2// {from 

below) V. . , 

ATiuAf ,/ifeze;;^ (/rio/;/ 

ATii^n, from the 

West 
x5.'ocu Alt), from the 

North 
ATTOe-cf , from the 

South 

ATlOll^, /row /A^ -ff . 

Apu* itToe, M^ <3fe;j/ 
$^(?r^ yesterday 

ATlUIIHt) ) -^ 

be ax: riAc) , . 
TIAC Tno|\ > 

♦ A]A^ is usually 
general pronunciation 



ar 



ceATiA, already 

An f Alt) ) 
•OA lAi'itib, m ear- 

nest 
X)e \.6, by day 
•o'oit)ce, ifc' oit)- 

ce, by night 
f]Aeifin i^Q\\)^also 
f e (fAOi) '66, /zuiV^ 
fe (fAoi) e^ii, 

thrice 
cof A ''n Aiivoe, a/ 

///// gallop 
•oe geic, suddenly 
A|i An '0C011AC (50 

'oiAi|\), immeai- 

ately 
•oe bACAiji, //-e- 

se7itly 
fAt) 6 (fom), /(9;/§- 

fAOi •6eipeA'6 (f e 
•6eipe), ^/ /a^'/, 
at length 
50 "oeo ) for 

50 b|\Au(Ac)) ^z;^r 
50 bei|\ ) en- 
50 li-iomtAny^tV^/;/ 
50 moc, early 

^"'^'"'^ Xquickly 

gOUApAI-O)^ -^ 

50 mime, (y'/^w 
50 ti-AnnAtfi, sel- 



spelled At^ugAX), 
of the word. 



50 f 6it, awhile^ 

yet 
50 'oeittiin, indeed 
1 bi:A'o,/<2r (?^ 
f A|\ 1 bfAt), befon 

long 
1 5CotTintii'6e, al- 

ways 
intje, yester(lay 
intjiu, to-day 
1 mbAjAAC^ //?- 
Am AijieAc) morrow 
La a|v n-A bA|AAc, 

£?;^ the following 

day 
A|\ mAi-oin in-oiti, 

Mii' triorning 
1 mbtiAX)nA, /Aij' 

ifceAc(motion),m 
ifci5 (rest), inside 
mA]i An 5ceA*onA, 
^ lifi^^e 
mA|\ fin, //^wj" 
6 CI An Alb, awhile 

MO 

6 (nA) ceite, asun- 
der 

6 veA^y, ^south' 
wards 

6 cuAit), north- 
wards 

6y if lot, secretly 

Of Ai^t), openly 
I 6 foin, jmc^ 

but A|\i3 represented the 
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Adverbs — {continued). 



jtiAth, ever 
fiAjt, back, west- 
wards 
f oi|i, eastwards 



fiof , dowft 
ruAf , up 

t^Vi, on the other 
side 



citAtnoriA), in the 
evening 



450. 



PREPOSITIONS. 



fo (fA) J o.from 



^^,at 

Ajt, o» 

Af , out jau, without lAoiih, jtoim, fe^r^ 

•oAit,iy(in swear- 50, to (motion) t^^A, ca|i, oz/^r 

•oe, off^from 1, a, t« cja^ (cjii), cjiiT), 

•00, to i-oijA, between um, im, aiou/ 

609. The following are employed to translate 
English prepositions \ they are followed by the genitive 
case in Irish. 



dun (cum), towards \x>z^6h^ concerning ii.\\ cul, behind 

cimceAll, around "oo jtdiii, according t n-oiAit), ^tor 

cr(e).r-, .--. ^ ^'^ , ,,^, ,y,^ (of 

^)^^^rU,^-rf, ^ time) 

ue n-Air ) , gceA^j, ^/ //,, ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

Of corhAip, *c/&r^ end of throughout (of 

Of ciotin, above ^r ^5^^^* oA>^«to place) 

A|i foti,/or /A^ ^ ti-AjAif), against \ n-Aice, near 



sake of 



1 bfo^AijA, along 1 5CAiteAih,> 



^r f ^^"^^ > ii,,r^ 1 5c6iti,le h-AtAiio, 



m/A 



for (bene; 



1 jAit ) *^ or use of) 



yxAm, 
fit of 
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451. CONJUNCTIONS. 

Ac(c), but 50, that mAjt fin f6in, even 

Ajuf, If, •], ««^/ nA6, HA, that..^not so 

50, n6 50, until muf A (munA), t/«o/, 
A|i A f on 50, tx)if ...Aguf , both unless 

fiijt) If 50, c6 ...a;»i nA, /Aa«, «{W 

50, although m^, t/" n6, or 

niAf , tff 6, xt«^« 

t)i., ^ fe(b) mA|i, a^r<?r(i- 6 n^c, since. ..not 

ing as fut, f Af , before 

t)e bf i§ 50, f Aoi 1 t)Cf eo 50 ^ 

|ii.t) If 50, cf A Af n6f 50 \so that -oa bfig f in,) //i/r^- 
Y 5^> because 1 5CA01 50J tiiine fin ) fore. 
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SYNTAX. 



The Article. 

473. In the following cases the definite 
article is used in Irish, though not used in 
English : — 

(1) Before surnames, when not preceded 
by a Christian name : tlAit) Ati t)|teAtnAC 
Atin ? Was Walsh there ? 

(2) Before the names of continents, 
countries, and some cities : An Aip]tic, 
Africa ; Ati Sp>6linti, Spain ; ah ttOirh, Roine ; 
All Aitne, Athens ; the genitive case of 
5AiUirfi takes the article. CAtAi]t tiA 
SAitttfie, ConnDAC wa ^Ailtrhe. 

The article is not used with Gifte, Att)A, 
and SAfAtiA in the Nom., Ago. and Dat. 
cases. 
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(3) Before abstract nouns : An u-otc, 
evil ; All peACAt), dn. 

(4) With the demonstrative adjectives ; 
An peAii f o, this man. 

(5) To translate " apiece,'' " ^er,'' or " a " 
before weights and measures : 

UAot (]t6At) An ccAnn, sixpence* apiece ; 
tiAi]t fA (inf An) mt)tiAt>Ain, once a year. 

(6) With titles which precede their noun : 
An u-AtAifi peAX)Ai\ tAo$Ai]te, Father 
Peter O'Leary. 

(7) To give emphasis : CtKxtA r6 An t)tiine 
nA t)iAit), ^(5 heard someone behind him. 

(8) Before the names of classes : ZA nA 
T)Aoine niof tAige n^ mA|i a t)Tx)Tf, People 
are weaker than they icsed to be. 

(9) Before the names of the seasons, 
months, and days of the week, except when 
they are used in the genitive case as 
adjectives. 

« 
An inT)iti (or An 6 fo) An tuAn ? Is this 
Monday ? 

1nx)iti An Aoine, To-day is Friday, 
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but, tS f ArtijiAi*, a summer day ; ovOte 
Seitfijtit), a winter night ; X)& tuAin, on 
Monday. 

In the following cases the article is used 
in English but not in Irish : — 

(1) Before a noun followed by a definite 
genitive {i.e., the genitive case of a definite 
noun) : tUAC An tri|\, the son of the man ; 
i:eA]t All ui$e, ^Ae man of the house. When 
a demonstrative adj. is used with the first 
noun, the article is also used : Ha pocAil 
Hxy m'AtAtt, those words of my father. 

(2) Before the antecedent of a relative 
the article is often omitted : if 6 T)tiine 'oo 
OT Ann, he is the person who was there. 

(3) Before nouns denoting occupation 
after proper names : CAt>5 5At)A, Tim the 
smith ; OifTn t^ite, Oisin the poet ; CottmAC 
D-ditte, Cormac the bailiff. 



The Noun. 

474. In Irish one noun governs another 
in the genitive case : ceAtiti An CApAitt, the 
horse's head ; itiac An fritt, the man's son. 
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475. Proper names are usually aspirated 
in the genitive case : peAtiti ttl>di]te, Mary's 
pen ; teAt)A]t SeA$>6lin, John's book. 

477. Apposition has almost entirel)r dis- 
appeared in modern Irish, the second noun 
being put in the nominative case : tdirii 
All AtA]t peAX)A]t 6 tAOjAitte, from the 
hand of Father Peter O'Leary. 

478. A noun used adjectively in English 
is translated into Irish by the genitive 
case, and the initial of the genitive is sub- 
ject to the same rules as regards aspiration' 
and eclipsis, as if it were an adjective : 
ip&mwe Oi]t, a gold ring ; tit) Ci]tce, a hen 

480. There is no " partitive genitive " in 
Irish, hence nouns expressing a part of 
anything are followed by x)o or T)e with 
the dative: ah CttAOt) if Aoi]tx)e T)e'ti 
C]tAnn, the highest branch of the tree ; cum 
T)or TiA (x)e tiA) pe^ttAit), some of the men. 



481. The personal numerals (§ 177) take 
the article in the singular, and the noun 
after them in the genitive plural, except 
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when they are used partitively— in this 
case they take t)o or T)e with the dative : 
An ctiiseAtt peAjt, the five men ; ah t)eit\u 
tiiAC, the two sons ; tiAOtit)A]t T)or tiA 
peAttAit), nine of the men. 



484. A Christian name, when used in ad- 
dressing a person, is always in the vocative 
case, preceded by a : t^Ati tiom, a S6AmAir, 
Wait for me, James. 

486. Surnames, when not preceded by a 
christian name, usually take the termina- 
tion -AC, and are then declined like 
niAttCAC (§ 57) ; or niAC may be used before 
UT (the genitive of 0) : X)\:mt An pAOitAC 
Annfo ? Is Power here ? ; CApAtt An t)]tiAn- 
A15, O'Brien^s horse ; ^At) 1 teit, a tiiic tlf 
CAOitti, Come here, O'KeeflFe, 



488. A surname preceded by any of the 
words C, Ua {fern., riT), or ttlAC ifem., riic), 
is put in the genitive case. It is aspirated 
after riT or llic, also after m and ttlic (the 
genitives of 6 and ITIac). SeA$^n 6 Con- 
nAitt, John O'Connell ; mAi]te fli ConnAilt, 
Mary O'Connell ; teAt)Att SeAgAin X\i 
ConnAiU, John O'Oonneirs book. 
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The Adjective. 

494 As a general rule the adjective fol- 
lows the noun it qualifies : peAjt rriAit, a 
good man ; teAt)A]t mO]t, a big book. 

Numeral adjs. consisting of one word, possessive 
and interrogative adjectives precede their nouns^ 

495. When an adjective follows the noun 
it qualifies, it agrees with the noun in gen- 
der, number and case : beAti rhOjt, a big 
woman ; mAC Ati t^ijt rnOitt, the son of the 
big man ; tiA pi^t ttiO]tA, the big men. 

496. Whenever an adjective is predicated 
of a noun by any verb, the adjective never 
agrees with the noun, and is not inflected 
for gender or number : zA Ati peAjt fAH 
tAiX)i]t, that man is strong ; zA tiA pi]! fiti 
t>dix)i|i, those men are strong. 

499. Adjectives denoting fulness or a 
part of anything, are followed by T)e with 
the dative : t)T An l3At\Aite tAti t) uifce, the 
barrel was full of water. 

505. The Numeral Adjectives Aon, x)^, 
ceAt) {first), and u^teAf cause aspiration ; 
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if the noun begins with f, Aon prefixes z 
(§ 28) : All C6AT) teAjt, the first man ; X)S 
CapaU, two horses. 

507. Se^Cu, oCu, tixsoi, T)eiC, and their 
compounds cause eclipsis, and prefix ti to 
vowels : feACu mX)^, seven cows ; T)eiC 
ti-tir)tA, ten apples. 

508. utvT, ceit]te, cflig, f 6 aspirate c6ax), 
100, and tnTte, 1,000, and may or may not 
aspirate other words; they eclipse all nouns 
in the Gen. PI. ; ujtT CeAX), 300 ; ceitite 
riifte, 4,000 ; tuAC ut\T bptinu, £3 worth. 

509. The noun after aoii, t:iCe, T)AtAX) 
{x)S friCix)), uitT i:iCiT), ceittte piCit), 06^*0 
and mTte is always in the singular: Aon 
tit)AU x)6a5, eleven apples; pCe CApAtt, 
twenty horses. The other numerals (ex- 
cept x)^) may take the singular number, 
when unity of idea is expressed tieAtvrtiui'o 
f 6 tiA ut\t t)tiiUe x)o t)tiAt<\'0. He forgot to 
strike the three blows. 

514. The noun after x)^, tiw, is always 
in the Dual Number,* which in every Irish 
noun has the same fo7'm as the dative 



* There are thrtt numbers in Irish: — the Singular, the Dual, 
and the Plural. 
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singular. All the cases of the dual num- 
ber are alike, but the form of the genitive 
plural is often used for the genitive dual; 
•Oa CapaU, two horses; t>^ tAirh, two 
hands ; X)a X>mn (t)^ t)0), two cows. 

624, The Possessive Adjectives are usu- 
ally followed by the word ctiix) when we 
wish to express the portion of a thing or of 
a class of things which belongs to one or 
more persons : mo turn A]t>6liti, my bread ; 
A Cmx) i:TonA, his wine ; a cmx> teAt)Att, her 
books; A sctiiT) capaU, their horses. 

We often use the definite article in Irish 
where the possessive adjectives would be 
used in English : Cotiuf a t)i:tiit Ati 
cft^ditiue ? How is you7' health ? ; Ha 
rAnrrutii$ cuit) riA cotiiti|tfAti, do not covet 
7/our neighbour's goods ; Conuf aua ati 
ci3|\Am ? How is your family ? 



The Pronoun. 

528. The Personal Pronouns agree with 
the nouns for which they stand in number 
and person, but not always in gender. If 
the gender of a noun be different from the 
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sex of the person denoted by the notiti, the 
pronoun agrees in gender with the sex : 
If niAit ATI CAitTti (m.) T, She is a good 
girl. If etc AH cortitittr'<^ (/) 6- He is a 
bad neighbour. If f Ait)t)ilt Ati fcotOB (/.) 
6. He is a rich farmer. 

532. The personal pronouns always come 
after the verb : tnotAtin r6 tia, he praises 
you. 

209. The Conjunctive forms of the per- 
sonal pronouns are used only immediately 
after the verb as its subject ; in all other 
positions the Disjunctive forms must be 
used. The disjunctive forms are used with 
If, because the word immediately after if 
is never the subject (see § 589). 

535. The accusative pronoun usually 
comes last in the sentence or clause to 
which it belongs : 'o'l^&s f 6 f Ati aiu fin 6. 
He left it in that place, 

538. The Relative Pronoun when gov- 
erned by a preposition causes eclipsis, 
except in the past tense (with regular 
verbs). In the past tense (regular verbs) 
it unites with |\o, the old particle used 
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"with this teiisfe, and becomfes <v^*: ^ah^iu i 
n-A ('ha) t)i:tiit re, the place in which he is ; 
All peAjt T) Ajt ScAtlAr wo teAt)A|i^ the man 
to whom I promised my book 

541. In colloquial Irish the last phrases 
and similar ones are translated thus : An 
Ait 50 toptiil r6 Ann ; An peAjt 5tit\ (or Ajt) 
gcAttAf mo leAt)Ai\ 'oO. Ann and 'oO aro 
prepositional pronouns^ not simple preposi- 
tions. Compare the following : An t)eAn 
HO t)i:tiit An t)0 A1C1 i^or. An t)eAn Ag a 
t)pnit An t)0), the woman who has the cow. 

555. The relative is distinctly marked by 
the position of the words : 

C^ An peA]t A5 ot)Ai|\, The man is at 
work. 

An peAji AUA A5 obAijt. The man who 
is at work. 



The Verb. 

547. As a general rule the verb precedes 
its subject : zA r6, he is; t)f An |:eA]t Ann,, 
the man was there. ^ 
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548. Transitive verbs govern the accusa- 
tive case, and the usual order of words is 
— Verb, Subject, Object: r)tiAit An pe^n 
fAti 6, that man struck him. 

For the conditions under which a verb is aspi- 
rated or eclipsed see §21 (g) and §26 {e). 



549. The most frequent use of the sub- 
junctive mood is with the conjunction 50 
(negative n^dft), to express a wish : 

50 rtitDeAtitiuiSit) 'Dkx X)mz ! May God 
bless you ! 

50 mAi]tit> A|i tiS^ettiinti ft^n ! May our 
Irish Language prosper I 

561. In Irish there is neither an infini- 
tive mood nor a present participle, both 
functions being discharged by the verbal 
noun. When the verbal noun is preceded 
by the preposition ^5 (or a') it is equival- 
ent to the English present participle. The 
verbal noun governs the noun immedi- 
ately after it in the genitive case« 

C-d re a' X)ut <\r)Aite, He is going home. 
C>d riAT) a' coaCu, They are coming. Cd riA 
pxSiroT Aj imi]tu, The children are playing. 
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t)T f 6 a' t)Aitiu An f6i|t. He was cutting the 
grass. ZS Ati peAjt '^A t)tiAlAt). The man 
is striking him. 



When the English present participle 
expresses rest^ e.g., standing, sitting, lyi'^gy 
sleeping, etc., we must use the preposition 
1 (in) compounded with a suitable pos- 
sessive adjective : CA tn6 Am Cmo) Cox)tAt>, 
I am asleep; ua f6 'riA fuitie, He is 
sitting ; t)T Ati t)eAn riA fCAfAtfi as An 
T)0]tAr. The woman was standing at the 
door. 



566. The infinitive of an English intran- 
sitive verb is translated by the simple 
verbal noun. 'Diit)Ai]tu r6 tiom T)tit 50 
Co|iCAi$, He told me to go to Cork. If 
|:eA]t]t tiom fitit)At, I prefer to walk. 



568. The infinitive of a transitive verb 
(no purpose implied) is translated by the 
verbal noun preceded by the preposition 
"oo (or a). Note the order of the words. 
'Dtit)Aitiu m'AtAi]t tiom CApAtt x)o CoAnnAC, 
My father told me .to buy a horse. t)A 
COit\ T)tiiu An pgAjt A t)Ainu, You ought to 
have cut the grass. 
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569. When the English infinitive ex- 
presses purpose use le before the verbal 
noun if the infinitive is intransitive, 
otherwise use Ctin or te before the object 
of the English infinitive, and x)o or a before 
the verbal noun. 

CAinis f6 te pAtiAttiAitiu, He came to stay. 

CuAit) f6 Ctin Ah T)0ttAir A t>ianAt), He went 
to shut the door. 

tAinis f 6 teif An gcApAtt x)o CoAtiriAC, He 
came to buy the horse. 

T)'6i|\iS re tiA foAfAtfi Ctin nA t)peA]t t)o 
t)tiAtAt), He stood up to strike the men. 

The following construction is frequently 
used: 

t^inis f 6 AS *oTot An CApAiU, He came to 
sell the horse. 



580. ** Not " before an English infinitive 
is translated by the preposition ^aii : 

T)tit)Aitu teif 5 An An 'oottAf a 'OtinA'O, I told 
him not to shut the door. 

AbAijt te bjtiAn 5An An sotiu x)o t]teAt)At), 
Tell Brian not to plough the field. 
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The Verb IS. 

588. The verb if must be used 

(1) When we tell or ask who (or which) 
a person (or thing) is or was. (Sentences of 
identity.) 

(2) When we tell or ask what a person 
or thing is or was, without any reference to his 
or its becoming so. (Sentences of classifi- 
cation.) 

(3) When we wish to emphasixe any 
idea other than tbat contained in the verb. 



Who? 

or 
Which? 



Examples. 

/John is the man, If 6 SeA§An An 

peAtt. 

James is my If 6 S6AmAf mo 

brother, X)e^\KX)\KSt^^\\.' 

Is that your An 6 fin t)o 

book ? teAt)Atv ? 

I That is the If 6fin AncApAU 

white horse, t)An. 

Notice the use of the personal pronoun between if 
and a definite noun. 

1f 6 is pronounced, and usually written, \e] 
similarly 'p, and 'p^-o. 

Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



58 



What? 



^John is a priest, if r^s^fic 

Se-A§^ti. 
Dennot was a t)^ |\t 'DMttmtiix). 

king.^ 
A cow is an ani- if ^inrhi-Oe t3(5 
mal. 

A salmon is a if ufc t3|\AT)^n. 
fish. 



\ 



Em- 
phasis. 



/We went to Der- 
ry yesterday. 

We went to Der- 
ry yesterday. 

He is sick. 

He has the 



If inx)6 T)o CuA- 
tn^|\ 50 T)oit\e. 

If 50 t)oi|te T)o 
CuAtn^tt iiiT)6. 

If uinn Au^ f6. 

If ^ige x\u>d xMi 



money. u-AittgeAt). 



In the first set of examples it will be noticed that 
the English subject comes immediately after if, whilst 
in the second set the English subject comes last in 
Irishi 

Every sentence must contain, at least, 
two things — a subject, and a predicate^ 
Whatever we are speaking about is called 
the subject ; whatever information we give 
(or seek) about the subject is the predicate. 
In the case of transitive verbs in the active 
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voice we must also have an object to com- 
plete the idea, 

589. The verb if must be immediately 
followed by the predicate of the sentence. 

There is no exception to this rule. 

Examples. 

An eagle is a bird. If 6-aii (f )iot-At^. 

Is that a book ? An teAt)At\ 6 fin ? 

Tim is a farmer. If fcotOs Ca^s. 

Is it a ghost ? An CAititife 6 ? 

It is a cow. If t)0 1 

John is a doctor. If T)ocui3itt SeA$^n. 

Roderick was a king. X)a t\T Uti-<Mt)t\f. 

Turf is not coal. 11f guAt mOm. 

Coal is not turf 11f mOin 511 At. 

Water is not milk. lit t)Ainne uif ce. 

590. In sentences of identity (§ 588 (1)) 
there is a great difference between English 
and Irish construction. In Irish the more 
particular and individual of the two nouns 
(or pronouns) is made the predicate, 
in English it is made the subject. The 
following will exemplify. 
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Q. Who are you? A. I am the mes- 
senger. 
Q. Who is the mes- A. I am the mes- 
senger? senger. 
Q. Who was Roder- A. Roderick O'Con- 
ick O'Connor? nor was the last 

>dtttD-|tT of Ireland. 

Q. Who was the last A. Roderick O'Con- 

>AtttD-|tt? nor was the last 

These answers show the tendency in 
English of making the more particular or 
individual of the twathe subject In Irish 
it is made the p^-ediccUe. 

(a) A proper noun is more individual 
than a common noun. 

{b} A pronoun of the first or second 
person is more individual than a pronoun 
of the third person. 

(c) A pronoun of the first or second per- 
son is more individual than a proper or a 
common noun. 

(d) A pronoun of the third person, unless 
when it is equivalent to a demonstrative pro- 
noun^ ig not mor^ individual than a, npuu. 
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Examples. 



Con is the; king. 
You are the man. 
I am the messenger. 
I am he. 
You are John . 
Erin is our country . 
1 rish is our language. 

Are you Mary? 

James is the man of 
the house. 



He is my father. 
It is the master^ 
It is my friend. 



'S6 Conn ^n |tT. 

If uufA An pe^tt. 

If rnife An ueACuAit^e 

If mife 6. 

If ruf^ Se>A$>5ln. 

' ST 6itie ^t^ T)T:fit. 

'S T An $Aetuin5 
(SABtiitse) A|\ 
T)T:eAn5A. 

An unfA tn Aijte ? 
'S6_S6AtriAr peAtt An 

'S 6 ri^ m'AtAljt. 
'S 6 An mAigiruitt 6. 
'S6 mo CAjtA 6. 



In the above sentences the underiined 
words are the predicates. 

In § 588 (2) the words '' without any refer- 
ence to his or Us becoming ,9o '' are very 
important : because if there be any idea of 
change of state in the mind, we cannot use 
the verb if • If we wish to convey the idea 
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that a person or thing has become what he 
(or it) is, and that he {(yi- it) was not always so, 
we must use the verb zS. In such con- 
structions the verb zS must be always 
followed by the preposition 1 (in) and a 
suitable possessive adjective. 

ZS ffi iti' (iha) f e^tt, He is a man {i.e., 
no longer a boy). If ipoAn 6, He is a man 
{i.e., not a woman or a ghost). C^ ft 'riA 
mn^oi rtiOitt ^r^o^Ty She is a big woman now. 
t)Fuit rti AT) t)ti>ACAitt tti>Ait? Are you a 
good boy ? t)t AX) CAiUn riiAit, Be a good 
girl 
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